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GOVERNMENT AND POLYGAMY. 
(From the Salt Lake Daily Telegraph.) 


For some time back. letters from ! or such as 


recent visitors to this Territory have 
been published in the east, urging in- 
terference with the people of Utah on 
the polygamic question, stating that 
Government can do so without the 
odium of warring against the religious 
faith of a community, imasmuch as 
polygamy is an innovation upon ‘‘ Mor- 
mon” faith, but ially practiced 
and one that a little Governmental 
severity would easily detach from the 
body of “‘ Mormon” belief. 

It is time that members of the 
Government and the public at large 
should understand the true state of 
the question, and the real issues in- 
volved in these propositions. The 
doctrine of polygamy with the ‘‘ Mor- 
mons,” is not one of that kind that in 
the religious world is classed with 

non-essentials.” It is not an item 
of doctrine that can be yielded, and 
faith in the s remain. ‘* Mor- 
monism” is that kind of religion the 
entire diviaity of which is invalidated, 
and its tmth utterly rejected, the 
moment that any one of its leading 


prizciples acknowledged to be false, ' 


God will not sustain im 
practice against the entire world. 

It claims, false or true, to be a reve- 
lation from Deity of his absolute will 
to the world , @ special declara- 
tion of the mind of God on all points 
of every day faith and practice, m the’ 
list of Pes: | divine requisitions poly- 
gamy—not wild, loose and unre- 
strained, but polygamy governed and 
by of severer | 

an monogamy knows anything about. 
—is found. It stands in the category a 
of ‘‘ Mormon” belief, not as a principle. a 
of inclination or mere license, but/one a 
of heavenly requisition ; in a word, it 
is held, not as the ind " 
aciously allo 


. 
is 
5 
5, 
+o 
n. 
; 
. 
le 
i 
d, | 
method by which, if practiced in its = 
true spirit, sin is avoided and greater | 
personal purity attained. 
The whole question, therefore, 
narrows itself to this in the “ yf 
faith is. “To ask them to give up. 
uch an to 
to relinquish to ry 
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ledge their Priesthood a lie, their ordi- 
mances a deception, and all that they 
have toiled for, lived for, bled for, 
prayed for, or hoped for, a miserable 
failure and a waste of life. 

All this Congress demands of the 
people of Utah. It asks the repudi- 
ation of their entire religious practice 
to-day ; and inasmuch as polygamy is, 
in ‘‘ Mormon” belief, the basis of the 
condition of a future life, it asks them 
to give up their hopes of salvation 
hereafter. 
fearful thing to demand of one hun- 
dred thousand people; but the Con- 

ess of America asks for more, it 

emands that they shall virtually ac- 
knowledge themselves polluted, their 
children bastards, and, as thousands 
of the young men and women in Utah 
are the offspring of polygamy, it de- 
mands of this portion that they shall 
bastardize themselves. 

And who asks such a sacrifice of us? 
inquire the ‘‘Mormons.” The reply 
is, a body of men who, in common 
with us, base their hopes of salvation 
on the shedding of certain atoning 
blood, derived on one side from the 
lineage of polygamists themselves. 
They ask it, whose whole system of 
jurisprudence, whose whole theory of 
morals, is derived either from the 
writings of polygamists or their child- 
ren. They who, to-day, extol certain 

lygamic writings as containing the 

oftiest poetry, the sublimest meta- 
phors, and the holiest conceptions ; 
such men demand that polygamy, as a 
polluting thing, shall be wiped away, 
and demand it of a people with whom 
it 18 to-day a matter of blood, faith, 
question of obedience to their 


What, “‘ Mormons” ask, what right 
has Congress to demand the overthrow 
of a practice based upon religious con- 
viction? They are sometimes met by 
the question, ‘‘Has not Congress a 
right to stop the offering of human 
sacrifices, if your religion demanded 
it ?” We reply, the case is vastly differ- 
ent. There is a holy law which says, 
not kill.” There is no 
su vine law against polygamy, but 
& vast amount tire There 
ig a natural law written within man 
against murder. There is no such 
inner law against polygamy, or two- 


Religious bankruptcy is a 
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‘thirds of the world never felt it. A 
popular London clergyman once said 
respecting marriage with a deceased 
wife’s sister, before a Paliamen 
committee, that it was “a very hard 
thing to tell the difference between 
the original instincts of nature and 
such as were induced by habit and 
cultivation of society.” It is indeed! 
These instincts went one way with 
Cesar, and another with the fathers 
of the head of the Christian faith— 
possibly Ceesar had it after all ; but to 
pass a law based upon undefined in- 
stincts is shallow business. Penal 
laws should be based upon such evi- 
dence as is patent to all the world, 
and not upon the instincts of a few. 
The violation of the common rights of 
man, intrusion upon the rights of pro- 
perty, form clear grounds for Con- 
gressional action; matters like poly- 
gamy, uncondemned by divine law, 
aye, even sustained by it, are matters 
of instinct, matters of instinct are 
questions of conscience, and conscience 
is no man’s business but the owner’s. 
This is how ‘‘ Mormons” consider 
the interference of Congress anyway ; 
it is an array of certain peoples’, 80- 
called instincts, against the actual faith 
of a community. Our people are 
sometimes insolently told that the 
British Government had a right to 
oppose the — convictions of 
widow-burning Hindoos, and Congress 
has the same ground to oppose theirs. 
We reply, that when ongressional 
gentlemen talk to the ‘‘ Mormons,” it 
is not the British Government talking 
to an inferior race a thousand years 
behind them in science and intelli- 
gence; it is white men talking to 
white men; it is equal assuming to 
dictate to equal ; an the ‘‘ Mormons 
will not willingly accept such instruc 
tion till the sup superiority 1s 
proved. 
If the ‘‘ Mormons” are not equal in 
intelligence to those who in lofty 
Pharisaical spirit are crying out, ‘a 
are holier than thou,” they have 
least done as much, With emp 
hands they launched into the centre ri 
the untrodden wastes of America, 40 
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midst of surrounding desolation, and 
managed to live themselves the while. 
They have added to the national 
domain, and laid the foundation for 
as much national grandeur as any of 
their assumed teachers. Where is the | 0 
Hindoo who, with all the accumulated 
craft of ages, even eled the 
British as ‘‘ Mormons” have led 
the boldest and hardiest and freeest 
thinking of America’s sons? By what 
right of superior judgment, then, do 
they demand to teach our community 
what is moral right? They who have 
intelligence enough to snatch a living 
out of the jaws of death, and wit 


hat deficiency of effect for : 
for the of 
unfortanates, mar 
by these charges upon 
mons,” their ygamy proposes: to! 
supply. The equality of the sexes at« 
the time of birth is often referred to: 


as an argument against polygamy, bnt 
** Mormons” say, le do not marry” 


enough to choose the choicest regions 
for good settlements, the most splendid 
location for a commercial capital Ame- 
rica presents, have wit enough to 
choose their articles of faith for them- 
selves, and hardihood enough to hold 
them in the face of all. ~ 
For the benefit, however, of such as 
wonder what to do with their surplus 
sympathy in the case of its non-appli- 
cation to the ‘‘ Mormon” question, we 
will say, turn your redundant energies 
towards home. In the big cities of 
the East, there are enough ‘‘ miserable 
women,” the victims of mens’ passions, 
to people three whole territories as 
large as Utah, and that without adding 
asingle male. Not that we for one 
moment suppose, that prostitution in 
Washington justifies polygamy in 
Utah, or proves it right. Polygamy 
must stand on its own ground or none 
atall; but this is what we see, the 
exhibition of such an intense desire 
that the Government should exert its 
power about a limited number of wo- 
men who choose to enter polygamy at 
the extremity of the continent, while 
hundreds of thousands are consumed 
by the foulest diseases the world ever 
knew, without the enactment of a 
single Congressional law against their 
daily life of misery and crime; this 
ceaseless worry over a few thousand 
women who ask none of their sympa- 
thy, coupled with oblivious silence 
about fifteen times the same number 
in undisputed sin and wretchedness 
close by, while it does not prove poly- 
gamy to be right, proves that those 
who wish to entangle the Government 
with preceedings against the ‘‘ Mor- 


ery for a purity which they | father 


when ae are born, they marry about 
the age of twenty-one, and at that age, 
in large communities, owing to the 
fact that it is far harder to rear a boy 
than a girl, and the ravages of war 
and accidents to which men are 80 
much exposed, the males at that age 
are outnumbered by hundreds of thou- 
sands in all the big cities of Europe, 
as statistics have shown. These hun- 
dreds of thousands of women must 
stifle the passions given by God to . 
humanity out of their natures, or in- 
dulge those passions criminally. There 
is no alternative, as Congress blocks” 
the way to double marriage, if they. 
were so disposed. Perhaps it is crimi- 
nal in the *‘ Mormons,” but it appears © 
to them it would be preferable to see” 
a hundrea thousand men with two 
wives each, than that same hundred 
thousand with only one, and the spare 
hundred thousand women left to ives 
of foulest infamy and die deaths of 
great question of what Rie te 
mands. We have shown that in ré- 
quiring the relinguishment of poly- 
gamy, they ask renunciation of 


the entire faith of this people. No 
sophistry can get out of this. “‘ Mor- 
monism” is true in every leading doc 


trine, or it is false as a system alto- 
gether. The question for the wise 
heads of the nation will be, whether 
Government can constitutionally ‘en- 
force a law demand 
upon a people. ncla ow they 

orious hopes their nspitesy 
beforo_ they will that 
for which they have given upheme, 


are nothing about, proves that thet? 
reat pretences about regeneration 
sham, a mere call-bird, by which! — 
ney hope to whistle down the golden’ 
agles of pnage popularity andi 
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the dearest ties, or before they will 
ut the brand of infamy upon the 
rows of their own children, or write 
“house of ill fame” with their own 
hands upon their Territorial doors, 
they will await the ‘‘ extermination” 
to which they are invited. 

There is no half way house. The 
childish babble about another revela- 
tion is only an evidence how half in- 
formed men can talk. The ‘‘ Mor- 
mons” have either to spurn their reli- 
— and their God, and sink self- 

amned in the eyes of all civilization 
at the moment when most blest in the 
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practice of their faith, or go calmly on 
to the same issue which they haye 
always had—‘‘ Mormonism” in its 


entirety the revelation of God, or no- 
thing at all. 

If the blasted wilderness, tracked 
with bleeding feet; if the prairie 
grave and ruined ‘‘ Mormon” houses 
in Eastern cities have not already 
taught the fact, those who so unwisely 
seek to stir up the Government to 
wrath, will yet learn there is but one 
solution of the ‘‘ Mormon” problem— 
** Mormonism” allowed in its entirety, 
or ‘‘ Mormonism” wiped out in blood. 


MENTAL 


IMPROVEMENT. 


BY ELDER SEPTIMUS W. SEARS. 


' 


When we consider for a moment the 
great variety of circumstances under 
which the Latter-day Saints, prior to 
receiving the truth, have been reared, 
bearing in mind the many erroneous 
traditions they must inevitably have 
imbibed under the conflicting instruc- 
tions of their various tutors, we need 
not be surprized that they should not 
at first be able to see alike in all 
things. Were this the case the in- 
stant they got baptized, we must attri- 
bute it to some supernatural agency. 
False ideas once implanted in the 
mind are not easily erased. Those 
acquainted with human nature are 
aware, that the great and manifest 
changes which must necessarily take 
place to produce this result, are not 
effected in a day, but are the work of 
time and an application to certain 
fixed principles. Men in order to be- 
come good and skillful soldiers, and to 
acquire unity of movement, find it 
necessary to subject themselves to 
strict discipline, and in a similar man- 
ner is it with those who embrace the 
Gospel. There is one point more con- 
spicuous than others, upon which 
men very materially differ in their 
views, and that is the necessity which 
exists for the acquirement of know- 
ledge. While there are some few who 
strongly advocate learning, and are 
sensible of its importance, there are 


many who appear to use arguments 


against it. What plausible reasons 
can be adduced for taking the negative 
side of the question we do not under- 
stand ; whether it really is because 
such are afraid of becoming too wise, 
thereby rendering their standing as 
members of the Church perilous and 
of short duration, or whether it 1s 
merely a justification of their igno- 
rance because they are too indolent to 
learn, is best known to themselves. 
There are, doubtless, different reasons 
entertained on the subject by differ- 
ent individuals. In our intercourse 
with men, we have met with some 
who would not strive to learn them- 
selves, and were always using the 
little influence they might possess to 
discourage others who otherwise would 
have striven to improve. They actu- 
ally boast of how little they know, as 
though that were a recommendation, 
and that ‘‘ where ignorance is bliss ‘tis 
folly to be wise.” One reason urged 
by such is, that when certain men 
have by study acquired 
they have immediately become prou 
and apostatized, and numerous cases 
are cited of intellectual men who have 
stepped aside. But this is a weak 
argument and will not hold good as 4 
rnle, for, it may safely be asserted that 
where one man is ruined by his know- 
ledge, many are ruined through a lack 
of it, only the latter may not | known 
80 well. 


\ 


| 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
| 
| 
| 


Looking upon knowledge as though 
it would retard rather than facilitate 
our growth, we would be very apt to 
get a wrong impression. - That men 
have fallen, who through their know- 
ledge and talent to apply the same 
have become prominent in the Church, 
isa fact we are willing to admit, but 
it does not follow that it was this 
which caused them to fall. The Lord 
has not laid it down as a rule, neither 
should any make such a one for them- 
selves, that when a man commences 
to cultivate his mind and store it with 
useful matter, he should date his 
downfall from that time. Men who 
have studied to develop themselves, 
to brighten up the intellect God has 
given them, and make all subserve the 
interest of Hin who has thus richly 
endowed them, have accomplished 
things that the illiterate, however 


books, and let it take pr 
the Holy Ghost; that miss: the 
mark and make an ay m2 use of 
their talents: True,. the: wisdom of 
men and their vain glory is foolishnéds 
in the sight of God, because very often 
when a man commences the study of 
some favorite science, and becomes 
familiar with it, he wants to judge 
everything, both in the heavens and 
on the earth, by it, and act as though 
all the truth in existence was embodied 
in it. Modern philosophers condemn 
and often ridicule things that- were 
taught and believed in by their pre- 
decessors, and thus it has always been 
without the Priesthood of God, 
through whem he. could reveal His 
mind to the people. Men in the 
sent age discover things which 

deem indispensable to the world, 
that were never hefore known ; 


but, 


willing or desirous, could not have, perhaps, in receiving them, we must 


done, and stood forth as useful men 
in the cause of truth ; and should one 
of these chance to fall away, be is more 
likely to be noticed than if he had re- 
mained in obscurity up to that time. 
While there is one of this class that 
makes shipwreck of his faith, many 
others who have never been known 
outside the locality in which they 


lived, may also have dwindled away | as ever. 


into apostacy ; but having never done 
anything while they did stand to bring 
them into notoriety, they have only 
been missed by a few. The Lord, in 
the rise of the Church, selected the 
unlettered, and made them witnesses 
to the world of the restoration of the 
Gospel aud the keys of the Priesthood 
to the earth; but it would seem ab- 
surd to infer from this that he in- 
tended or desired them always to re- 
main the unlearned men they were 
when he called them this great 
Work. Instead of this, he commanded 
them to bring into operation the 
powers he had vested them with, that 
they might become better representa- 
tives of his kingdom. - There is no 
fear of men grasping too much know- 
ledge, if the spirit of humility is culti- 


vated and accompanies them in their | 


application to study, for then it will 
be made subservient to the Spirit ‘of 


truth and the Priesthood of God. It} 


entirely upon the 
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condemn the philosophy of that 
before appeared Thas, 
generation is advancing theories which 
may perhaps be held up to as much 
ridicule by the succeeding one, as the 
up to by 
they are ming wise, and yet in 
reality the are as far from the truth 
here is one consolation 
those who believe in modern revelA 
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they teach truths to-day which th 
ill have to contradict a 
years hence. All science in existen 
te to God, and is understood } 
us as the Gospel, and when all thangs 
are used properly, they will be usef 
for the gaints to understand ; bub 
view things as the world do, believa 
that one no wit 
or relation to the rest, can only pro~ | 
duce'strife and division. 
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‘assistance in the acquirement of one 

rinciple after another, until they 

come perfect. The Lord in a reve- 
Aation given to Joseph Smith in March 
1833, Doe. and Cov., page 250) says, 
**Study and learn, and become ac- 
quainted with all good books, and 
with languages, tongues and people, 
and this shall be your business and 
mission in all your lives.” The ex- 
ample set by the Prophet in obeying 
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this revelation is worthy of our imita- 
tion, and should be emulated by all 
those who wish to answer the end for 
which they received the Gospel. All 
who would associate with those who 
have labored to improve their minds, 
should take the same course, for as 
water will find its level upon the sur- 
face of the earth, so will the spirits of 
men seek other spirits conyenial to 
their own. 


THE DAY OF ATONEMENT. 


1TS OBSERVANCE, HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE, 


(From the New York Tribune.) 


On Friday, the 29th of September, 
the Jews all over the world commenced 
the observance of the highest festival 
in their calendar, the ‘‘ Yom Kippur,” 
or Day of Atonement. The feast is 
in accordance with Levitical law, as 
found in Leviticus xiii, 27 to 32, as 
follows 


“ Also on the tenth day of this seventh 
month, there shall be a Day of Atonement, 
it shall be a holy convocation unto you, 
and ye shall afflict your souls and offer an 
offering by fire unto the Lord. And ye 
shall do no work in that same day; for it 
is adzay of atonement for you before the 
Lord your God. For whatsoever soul it be 
that shall not be afflicted in that same 
day, he shall be cut off from among his 

ple. Ye shall do no manner of work, 

it shall be a statute forever throughout 
— generations in all your dwellings. 
t shal! be unto you a Sabbath of Sabbaths, 
and ye shall afflict your souls in the ninth 
day of the month ‘. evening, from eve- 
Ting to evening shall ye celebrate your 
Sabbaths.” 

The Jewish secular new year having 
commenced on the first day of the 
seventh month, or Tishri, in the midst 
of prayers and penitential exercise, 
the piously inclined Jew keeps the 
ten days intervening between that 
festival and the Day of Atonement as 
. & week of penitence, fast and prayer. 

Rising before daylight, he engages in 
prayer for three or four hours, and 
until evening, when he takes a 
@canty meal to enable him to recom- 
mence fasting again the next day. 


On the new year’s festival, or ‘‘Rosh- 
Hashona,” it is said by the Talmud, 
the Almighty looks into man’s actions 
during the past year, and prescribes 
his penalty or reward, but it is not 
fixed until ‘‘Yom Kippur,” or the 
Day of Atonement, so as to give the 
repentant sinner another chance to 
mend his ways, and therefore the Jew 
spends the ten days of penitence in 
fasting and prayer. 

No day in the whcle year is looked 
upon by the Jew, whether Orthdox or 
Reformer, with more awe than the 
Day of Atonement, nor are the reli- 
gious services so exacting on any day. 
No meat or drink is partaken of from 
sunset to sunset, and the entire time 
is spent in the synagogue, imploring 
the Lord’s forgiveness for the sins 
committed during \ 
months. A beautiful explanation of 
the Talmud says, however, on_ that 
point, that the Lord forgives only the 
sins committed against himself, but 
not those committed toward ones 
fellow-man, no matter of what people 
or creed, unless human forgiveness 18 
first obtained, and the wrong repaired, 
as far as it lies in one’s power. Hence 
all true Jews make restitution of 
everything they have knowingly 
wronged other persons of, and ask for- 
giveness of them they have offended. 

The evening prayer, which is said by 
the congregation | in their robes 
of death, commences with the recita- 
tion of a form called ‘‘ Kol Nidre, 
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ancelling all obligations made in rash- 
ness OF but reaffirm- 
ing all oaths and obligations made law- 
fully and with premeditation. Con- 
fessions of sins, not to man, but to 

Him who alone has the power to for- 
give, alternate with prayers of peni- 
tence, hymns and songs of praise until 
s late hour of the night, when the 
majority of the congregation return 
home, while the most pious amongst 
them remain in the synagogue all 
night. Huge wax candles, typical of 
the human soul, are burned in the 
houses, and allowed to burn until they 
are consumed. Should they be ex- 
tinguished before the close of the festi- 
val, the superstitious believe that it 
forebodes evil. 

At 5 o’clock, a.m., the services in 
the synagogue commence again, an 
are continued until three stars are 
visible in the heavens, when the feast 
isbroken. This being determined b 
a delegation of three men from eac 
congregation, the signal is given on 
the ‘“‘shophar,” a trumpet made of a 
ram’s horn, in commemoration of the 
sacrifice of Isaac by his father. 
_ This being the only day in the year 
in which the High Priest was allowed 
to enter the Holiest of Holi a 
portion of the noon prayer, or «Mus. 
aph,” beurs on this ceremony, and, 
unlike other days of the year, the 
kneel three times before 
the holy shrine. A portion of the 
hoon prayer, alluding to the greatest 
prerogative of God, Forgiveness, is 
said to have been written by Rabbi 
Ammen of Mentz, in Germany, under 
the following circumstances : — This 
man, who was one of the greatest 
divines of the Jews in the Middle 
Ages, was highly respected by the 
Bishop of Mente, roms consulted by 

mon many occasions. Being asked 


ON THE “moRMONS.” 


by his friends to forsake the faith 
his fathers, the Rabbi asked 
days to reflect, which was 

but no sooner had he left the ishop’s 


Bishop, when he asked to have his 
tongue torn out, for having blasphe- 
med the name of the Lord by not in- 
stantly denying; but the B 
ordered the man’s limbs to be cut 
and him to be plated in a coffin 
his limbs by his side. This was done, 
and the poor Rabbi lingered in great 
ny until the ‘“‘Rosh Hashona,” 
when he desired his attendant to carry 
him into the synagogue, which was 
done. Here he recited, in alow voice, 


dja prayer called ‘‘ Unsanu Tokeph,” 


glorifying God and his works, 

so soon as he had finished, a column 

of fire burst into the synagogue and 

took the pious Rabbi toheaven. This 
rayer, ever since, is made by the 
ews on the New Year and Day of 

Atonement. 

The closing prayer of the of . 
Atonement is that offered by the Jews 
in their dying moments, and is the 

Hear 


famous, Israel, the Lord our 
God is our Lord.” 
In most s ues, sermons are 


delivered at certain 
services, and this, together with the 
solemnity of the occasion, causes many 
people who never enter a house of 
prayer during the year, to visit them 
on this only occasion. In this city 
there are not less than thirty-four 

lar es, but as they will all 
crowded, a number of halls have been 
converted by societies into tem 
halls of prayer, to meet the 
for religious exercises. 


Republimen’ the old doctrines of the 
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party, slav and polygam 
were the ‘twin relics | 


4s the special mission of that party was to 
inaugurate a political millenni 
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(From the Deseret News.) 


course followed that this brace of iniquities. 
was to be utterly annihilated. The first . 

of this w has been 

very is an extinct institution, 


t its 


um, it of 


| twin brother, polygamy, 
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for having even asked that grace. 
Fearing to return at the time fixed, he 
was arrested and brought before the 
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and multiplies. Why does the Republican 
party hesitate to grapple this evil, accord- 
ing to their original programme? It 
claims the honor of having rescued the 
slaves from the horrors of servitude, and 
why should it not now inaugurate the work 
of plucking the brands from the fire in the 
realms of Bricuam Youne? There is an 
excellent opportunity offered for a political 
raid on the harems of Utah, for the Saints 
who inhabit that saline Iccality have re- 
cently given abundant cause for such a 
measure. In the first place, they have not 
paid a dollar revenue tax since the begin- 
ning of the war, end they emphatically 
declare that they do notintend to. Se- 
_ condly, they persistently refuse to allow 
American emigrants, not of Mormon faith, 
to settle in their region, or to work the 
gold mines that are alleged to be quite 

rich in some parts of that Territory. 
_ Thirdly, they have an unpleasant fashion 
of putting obnoxious persons out of the way 
by means of their ‘destroying angels,’ 
which is not altogether in accordance with 
American notions of right. For instance, 
a case has just been reported wherein a 
family of six persons, once Mormons, and 
endeavoring to escape, were murdered in 
a kanyon about fifty miles from Salt Lake 
City by the Saints in the disguise of Indi- 
ans. There are other indictments against 
the Mormons, all additional to the great 
sin of polygamy, but it is not necessary to 
recapitulate them. As President Lincoln 
said to Monigomery Blair when he wanted 
him to leave the Cabinet, their ‘time has 
come,’ and they should receive formal 
notice that polygamy is a doomed institu- 
tion. This nation has commenced the 
work of self-purification, and it will not 
stop until the major evils at least, are 
effectually weeded out. It aspires to be 
the great leader in the file of nations, and 
this it cannot be, so long as others can 
show that its flag protects great moral 
evils. Polygamy must follow slavery to 
its grave, and the sooner it is buried, the 
sooner the dark stains that have so long 
rested upon the escutcheon of this country 
will be obliterated. Therefore, let the 
Republican party now turn the vials of its 
wrath upon this sole remaining ‘relic of 
barbarism.’ Let it assert the doctrine 
that there is an ‘irrepressible conflict’ 
between monogamy and polygamy. By 
this means the party will escape the popu- 
lar verdict which now impends over it— 
that it has ‘ outlived its usefulness,’” 


The foregoing short leading article 
from the New York Sun, is published 
tm extenso, becanse, apart from any- 
thing in the shape of arguments, there 


THK NEW YORK SUN ON THE ‘wORMONS.” 


are statements contained in it refect- 
ing — ‘the whole of the citizens o 
this Territory, which we cannot per- 
mit to pass unnoticed. , 
_ However honest the editor may be 
in his.,belief of the statements made 
they are none the less untrue, and the 
animus that gives birth to such malig- 
nant falsehoods is none the less repre- 
hensible. In saying that “ they have 
not paid a dollar of revenue tax since 
the beginning of the war,” he commits 
himself by endorsing a most flagrant 
untruth in his editorial capacity. We 
have the authority of the UnitedStates’ 
officials in this Territory, within the 
purview of whose duty the collecting 
of the revenue tax lies, for saying that 
it is peey, and cheerfully paid 
throughout the Territory, that month- 
ly reports are furnished to the Depart- 
ment at Washington, and that the 
amount collected has been regularly 
disposed of under instructions re- 
ceived from the Department. If we 
had made no inquiries as to the pro- 
visions of the revenue law having been 
fully honored by our citizens, indi- 
vidually we know the statement made 
in the Sun to be false in every word, 
for we have paid the tax ourself, and 
so has every employe in our office. 
The truth or falsity of this wholesale 
charge could have been easily ascer- 
tained by reference to Washington, but 
it does not suit the purposes of those 
who propagate it to do so ; it serves 
their object better to adopt any 
groundless charge against the ‘‘ Mor- 
mons,” und publish it to the world as 
true, the mass of the people can be the 
better stirred up to choler against us. 
The next statement, that ‘‘ they em- 
phatically declare they do not intend 
to,” is sufficiently refuted by the refu- 
tation of the first. 

They never have and do not now 
persistently refuse to allow Ameri 
can emigrants, not of Mormon faith, 
to settle in their region, or to wor 
the gold mines that are alleged to be 
quite rich in some parts of that Terri- 
tory.” The Territory has been pre 
run by ‘‘ American emigrants’ W20 
have prospected the mountains, kany- 
ons, gulches, gulleys and valleys, 


north and south, east and weet, wee 
out let or hindrance, to their a 
content, and troops in the pay of 
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Government have been furnished ani- | indictments” for 
mals, rations and prolonged “‘ leave of | covering a bitter poli vindictive 
absence” for the same purpose, but | course towards the “* Mormons” with 
the “gold mines” ‘‘ quite rich in some | a semblance of justifiability. pA 8 
"have yet to be discovered, after | gamy, the other ** twin réli¢,” of 

4]] the efforts of ‘* American emigrants” | we will have more to say at an early 
and Government troops to find them. | date, is the ostensible object of attack, 
Instead of refusing to allow ‘‘ emi- | and they are not slow to declare * that 
grants” to settle in our region, the there is an irrepressible conflict be- 
country has been and is free and| tween monogamy and polygamy. 
open to all. Many, very many, have | But the “irrepressible conilict™ is not 
come, searched and prospected, and | between those two institutions, but 
departed for other regions where | between light and dar truth and 
their labors were likely to be more | error, the government of and the 
productive of desired results; and | government of Satan upon the earth ; 
many are settled in this Territory to- | and if polygamy was not, nor ever had 
day who are ‘‘not of the Mormon] been an institution of the kingdom of 
faith.” God, the “ conflict” would have been 

The murder of the persons” | equally as ‘‘ irrepressible.” It was 
we have dealt with in another column. | so before polygamy was revealed by 

But these are only trumped up pre-| the Lord, and would have continued 
texts, in conjunction with “ other | so though it had never been revealed. 


( To be continued.) a 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


We have no desire to engage in politics, or even to disouss the pro and eon of 
the important questions now pending betwixt the Government of the United 
States and England. But we have previously referred to the necessity of the 
Saints watching the signs of the times, that thereby they might be. enabled to 
judge of the position of the kingdom of God, and see the necessity. hal yt 
paring for the great contest already begun betwixt truth and error, | in 
which every honest soul who is determined to enter in at the strait and marrow 
gate, feels interested. The Saints cannot expect that the way will always pall 
tinue open, so that they may go to Zion at their, pleasure, or remain abroad, at 
their convenience ; if they do so, a sad disappointment will assuredly be thy } 
But we hope, by timely warning, to partially avert. the sorrow. which will, be 
experienced by all who neglect the still, small voice that is continually _minging 
in their ears, ‘‘Come out of her, O my people, that ye partake not of her sins 
We particularly wish, to refer our readers to the recent cormespondepce 
between Earl Russell on the part of the Government of Great Britain, and the 
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Honorable Charles F. Adams, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States, 
on the part of his Government. Who that has become acquainted with the 
prophecy delivered by Joseph Smith, can fail to see the importance of that part 
that has already been enacted on the American continent, the drift of the 
questions under discussion at the present time betwixt the two Governments, 
and the determined stand said to be assumed by Mr. Seward, Secretary of 
State, relative to the Maximilian Government in Mexico, showing the pr 

of events up to the present time, and not see that every word of that prophecy 
will be fulfilled. To the initiated the correspondence referred to has a signif- 
cant meaning, and every word of it is collateral evidence that Joseph was a 
Prophet of the Most High. Already have slaves risen against their masters, 
but we, like our predecessors, look for a far more general rising of the blood- 
thirsty Africans against their masters, and woe, woe unto the whites who may 
be so unfortunate as to fall into their pitiless hands, for, from experience we 
know the negro is a stranger to mercy when fully aroused, and the course that 
is being pursued throughout the entire Union will shortly transform the now 
seemingly tame and almost imbecile black, into a perfect demon. We deem it 


necessary to quote the last part of the prophecy referred to in the former part 
of this article. 


‘* And it shall ceme to pass, after many days, slaves shall rise up against their 


Masters, who shali be marshalled and disciplined for war: And it shall come to pass 
also, that the remnants who are left of the land will marshall themselves, and s 

become exceeding angry, and shall vex the Gentiles with a sore vexation; and thus, 
with the sword, and by bloodshed, the inhabitants of the earth shall mourn ; and with 
famine, and plague, and earthquakes, and the thunder of Heaven, and the fierce and 
vivid lightning also, shall the inhabitants of the earth be made to feel the wrath, and 
indignation and chastening hand of an Almighty God, until the consumption decreed, 
hath made a full end of all nations; that the cry of the Saints, and of the blood of the 
Saints, shall cease to come up into the ears of the Lord of Sabbaoth, from the earth, 
to be avenged of their enemies. Wherefore, stand ye in holy places, and be not 
moved, until the day of the Lord come; for behold it cometh quickly, saith the Lord. 


Amen.’ 

We obeyed the voice of God and gathered to the mountains,—many were, 
however, obliged to go,—and all can see that our deliverance was wrought out 
by intelligence superior to any displayed by man, unless acted upon by the 
spirit of prophecy. For, if the Latter-day Saints had been where the Govern- 
ment could have made use of them, the same fate which the negroes met with 
at various times on the battle fields, would have been theirs—namely, rebel 
battalions in front, and Federal bayonets in the rear; but God saw the im- 
pending danger to his faithful ones, and averted it by his power. 

We have seen from prophecy that the war-spirit from America should spread 
over all the earth; yea, the day will come when every nation will be embroiled 
in deadly strife, and even now we can see through the mist of diplomatic cor- 
respondence, the political craft that will ere long come laden to the guards with 


anarchy and war, followed by pestilence and famine ; then once happy England 


will be deluged with blood flowing from the veins of her bravest sons, and the 
land groan under the lamentation and woe of widows and orphans destitute 
and perishing through want! It is no pleasure to us to speak of these things, 
but the Lord God has spoken them, and commanded us to warn the people ; 
for, as surely as the sun shall rise on the morrow, shall these things come 1 
pass. America has not entirely emerged from the dreadful war in which she 
was involved, but, like the skilful swordsman, who after repeated rounds leans 
panting upon his sword, only wants breath to renew the conflict with tenfold 
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ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


uy, The great Republic has made a formal demand through her representa- 
tive here, for indemnification for the ravages committed on her commerce by 
the Alabama, alias 290, and several other armed privateers which have been 
permitted to escape from these shores in spite of all that Mr. Adams could say 
i) the contrary. It is evident that the Federal Government feels ‘itself 
wrieved and fully entitled to compensation, ‘but this Harl Russell 
quietly but firmly refuses. If the Federal Government presses this subject, it 
rill most assuredly embroil both nations ig war. The British Government 
have, however, proposed to appoint Commissioners from either nation, but not 
to submit anything for their consideration except what the two nations should 
wree upon. Now, as the only demand the United States Government has 
nade, is indemnification for the losses sustained through the vessels named, 
und this Government utterly refuses to comply with that demand, it resolves 
itself into a mere bubble to propose a committee to settle a question which has 
ready been exhausted by the representatives of the interested parties. 
Taking this view of the matter, we are fully persuaded that the crisis is not far 
distant, but just far enough to allow those who are pure before God, and have 
in earnest desire to place themselves where they can put forth their energies 
for the upbuilding of the great latter-day kingdom, to escape the calamities 
vhich are at their doors. 


John R. Day, late an Elder of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, and clerk in the Liverpool Office, has been excommunicated for the 
mimes of falsehood, embezzlement and adultery. at 
Ler ie of the Church of Jesus Christ 


of Latter-day Saints tn the British 


BRIGHAM YOUNG, Jon. 
les and adjacent countries. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 

 CaRMARTHEN CoNFERENCE.—Elder Elias Morris, writing from Carmarthen 
o the 7th inst., says :—‘‘I have visited the majority of the Saints in this 
Conference, and can truly say that they seem to be advancing in knowledge and 
good works. It is necessary both in this, as well as in other countries, that we 
know the voice of the good Shepherd, so that we may not be led away by any 
opposing power of evil. I am travelling with brother John Evans, a native 
Elder of long experience. This Conference used, in years gone by, to comps 
three Conferences. Hundreds have, however, emigrated from.this part, and 
the remnant are now very scattered. They are mostly of old standing in the 
Church, and old in years also, In passing over two-thirds of the Conference 
lut week, we travelled one hundred and thirty-four miles over a very rough 
country. There is a feeling which prevails amongst many in this country,. that 
all the honest-in-heart have been gathered into the Church here, and that. is 
of no use to preach to those outside of the Church, bat.simply to strive and 
‘ave those who have embraced the Gospel. I do not believe in such doctrine 
* this, but, on the contrary, that there are many who will yet obey the truth 
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if we are only united, and let our light shine before men. I feel anxious to x 
‘this Work rolling ahead, and my constant prayer is that the Lord may ble 
and protect his people continually.” 

Vi Soaxpmraviax Misston.—Elder J. N. Felt writing from Christiania, says: 
‘spent eleven days in Norway with brother Sprague, and attended sever 
meetings of the Saints both on Sundays and week evenings, and enjoyed they 
very much. There is certainly a good spirit enjoyed by the Saints here. The 
have a fine hall and excellent choir, and a good many strangers attend thej 
meetings. Last Sunday we had two good meetings, after which brothe 
Sprague ami myself walked some miles into the country, among the hills, ping 
and rushing waters of Norway, to a brother’s house, where the young brethre 
had a social party. We had a very good time until 10 p.m., when we returne 
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Sovrnampron District e have received Minutes of a District Confegmm 


rence held in Southampton on the 6th of August last, but through pressure omy 
our space, have been compelled to delay publishing them until now. Thergmm “Y 
were present on the Stand—Of the First Presidency, Daniel H. Wells; Eldengggy 
Charles W. Stayner, President of the Southampton District ; Isaac Bullock of | 
President of the London District ; David P. Kimball, President of the Bigg! 
mingham District; Franklin Merrill, President of the Southampton Coniegiyy 0 
rence ; Jonas N. Beck, President of the Reading Conference ; Harrison Shurtg ti 
leff, President of the Derset Conference ; Anson V. Call, President of th the 
Bristol Conference; John H. Donnellon and Andrew Simmonds, Travelling % 
Elders in the Southampton Conference, and Brigham W. Kimball, Travelling du 
Elder in the London Conference. After singing and prayer, President Wella ov 
expressed his gratification in meeting with the Saints, and instructed the peopl@gy tt 
to let their faith and prayers ascend unto Heaven, that his Spirit might resi ¥! 
upon them, and their worship be acceptable unto him. Elder OC. W. Staynegggy ™ 
represented the Southampton District, and said that he was thoroughly satis ho 
fied with the condition of the people, and that with few exceptions they wert K 
striving to live their religion. Elder F. Merrill reported the Southampton he 
tder J. N. Beck the Reading, and Elder Shurtleff the Dorset Conferences, “qj 
being in good condition, with fair prospects for a future increase to their nung 
bers. Financial and Statistical Reports of the various Conferences were 1% he 
and approved of by the congregation. Elders J. H. Donnellon and A. Sime fs 
monds also briefly expressed their feelings, and reported their labors i thea y 
ministry. President Wells then spoke on the promises given in the Book oj 0 
Doctrine and Covenants, that when the Elders were sent forth to preach thay & 
Gospel, they would find those who would feed and clothe them, and give them T 
money. This prophecy had been fulfilled from the time of the organization yt 
the Church. The reports which had been given in that morning also confirm b 
abundantly the truth of these Words, and the Elders had tested them, and knewa 
by daily experience that they were true. There were yet many people to eo 
gathered into the Church, and the Elders will continue to go forth and cnr . 
down error, and the responsibility of that labor will rest upon them. fm 
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NEWS FROM CONFERENCE. 
fork is making rapid progress ; Israel will be gathered, and the Saints|heve! 


sho know that the principles the brethren teach are true, and the only reason 
sby they do not yield obedience unto them is, because they would have to leave’ 
J and follow Jesus. He exhorted the Saints to make their escape from’ these» 
yds and set their faces Zionward, and keep themselves pure and holy, that 
ey might be delivered from the calamities coming upon the ungodly. In the’ 
dtenoon President Wells presented the Authorities of the Church at home™ 
wiabroad. They were unanimously sustained by the congregation. Elder’ 
). P. Kimball felt grateful that he had the privilege of meeting with the Saints: 
Southampton. It was the place he labored in first when hé¢ame to this 
ountry, and he found the same good feeling existing amongst them still, aa he 
lad found prevail in other parts of the Mission. He felt prowd that he was’ 
slatter-day Saint, and was not ashamed to testify that Joseph was a Prophet 
the Most High, and that the Saints were a God-fearing people. He exhorted 
them to faithfulness, and said that if they were obedient, the Lord would open’ 
» their way, and they would be gathered to Zion. Elder Isaac Bullock spoke 
m the prejudice that existed in the minds of the people towards the Saints, 
but said that he felt pleasure in bearing testimony to the truth of the Work,’ 
nfo ad to the fact of the blessings of the Gospel following the obedient. He 
poke of an ensign that the Prophets had foretold should be raised in the last 
days, and round which the nations should gather. Exhorted the people te 
my their Tithing, and prove the Lord if he would not pour down the blessitig# 
fheaven upon them, but not to pay it in the expectation of getting some profit 
gain, or after obeying the principle for a little time, cease because they had 
not received some great blessing, as this would be simply like the conduct of 
those who after remaiuing a short time in the Chureh, would then leave because 
thai they had not been witnesses to some wonderful manifestation of the power of 
ingame °od, forgetting that it was only by continued and faithful adherence to every 
ing duty of life that man would be blessed, and that such labors would bring their 
sli Ovnreward. Elder John H. Donnellon then addressed the meeting for some 
pi@q tme on the first principles of the Gospel, plainly pointing out the way by 
es Ylich mankind could receive salvation and exaltation. He also bore testi- 
nem Nony to the restoration of the Gospel, with the power and authority of the 
‘ist boly Priesthood and the revelations of heaven. In the evening Elder B. W. 
er@i™ Kimball spoke of his determination to spread the truth, and the blessings that 
mgm be had received from God. Elder Anson V. Call also expressed himself in a 
eu ‘ilar manner, after which President Wells spoke of the importance of know- 
ng God—namely, that it was eternal life to know Him and Jesus Christ whom 
hehad sent. It was truly a subject fraught with interest to the human 
family. Religions people in the world say it is impossible ‘to {know Him, and 
you can read in their homilies that they believe in a God without body, parts 
ot passions. We are told by them that he is an immaterial substance, ‘which 
imply means nothing, and is a mere chimera bred in a heated imagination. 
These notions which are entertained by the Christian world, are no better that 
the ideas of Pagan nations who worship idols of wood and:stone. ‘We are to 
by them that there are three Gods equal in power, each being very God, and 


ind we may ask the question, Is not Jesus a Teal personage? Was not 
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and lot in the blessings of the last dispensation. There are thoasands: 


yet only one God, three in one and one in three. We read that Jesus is the 
express image of his Father, and also. that man was made in the image ot G48. 
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body pierced on the cross, and afterwards preserved from corruption, ang 
raised again from the dead? Did he not appear to his disciples, and did not 
Thomas thrust his fingers into His side? Did he not ascend with that same 
body, into heaven, and are we not told by the Prophet Zechariah, that when he 
comes the second time to earth, the Jews will examine his wounds, and ask, 
What are these ? and he will answer, These are the wounds with which I wa 
wounded in the house of my friends. And yet Christians will say God has 
neither body, parts nor passions. The God whom we believe in is the Fathe 

of our spirits, and he has sent us unto earth for some wise purpose. He would 
not have placed us here if it had been equally as well for us to have remained 
where we were before. An earthly father does not keep his children always 
beside him, but sends them forth into the world that they may gain an exper 
ence, and qualify themselves for various purposes and callings. So with our 
Father in heaven, he has sent us here that we may increase in wisdom. Many 
kept their first state, let us strive to keep our second also. As in Adamall 
_ die, we are told, so in Christ shall all be made alive. If we do not gain salva- 
tion, do not attribute it to Adam’s transgression. We have to prove our 
integrity, and learn to know God through obedience. It is economy to throw 
us into positions calculated to develop those principles which are lying dormant 
within us. Some suppose that the Gospel we preach is a new Gospel, but it is 
not so, it is the same as is recorded in the Scriptures. Nearly all Christians 
who believe in the Bible, are looking forward unto the millennium and the end 
of all things, and the events transpiring around us would, we would think, 
lead them to believe that these times were near at hand, still, they will not 
believe the prophecies. If we are faithful, however, and hearken to the teach- 
ings of Heaven’s servants, we will come forth in the morning of the first resur- 
rection as heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ. He then testified that the 
angel spoken of by John the Revelator, had restored the Gospel and the keys 
of the everlasting Priesthood. Let the world think as they pleased in regard 
to these things, still, that did not invalidate their truth. The Lord never had 
a people on the earth unless he opened up a communication betwixt heaven 
and earth, and it is the same to-day. Conference dismissed. 


x NEWS FROM HOME. 


From the Deseret News of September 13th, we glean the following items of 
information :—An Illustrated Semi-Weekly Periodical, entitled the JUVENILE 
Instructor, is about to be published in Great Salt Lake City, comprising 
short articles on a variety of subjects designed to inspire a taste for valuable 
reading, and present before the young mind rudimental knowledge of various 
kinds in a manner easy to be understood, as well as contributions from juvenile 
and other correspondents, answers to questions, &c. Each number will contain 
four pages of matter, original and selected, and will be illustrated with engr® 
vings procured expressly for the Juvenite Instructor. It will be published 
under the editorial charge of Elder George Q. Cannon, who will be assisted 1 
the business and editorial departments, by Elders William H. Shearman mt 
Edward L, Sloan, This publication will supply a want felt in the Territory, 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


snd its value is self-evident. We cordially wish the new every 
mecess. —Elder Thomas Taylor arrived in Great Salt Lake City on the 10th of 
September by stage, in good health and spirits, from a mission of about three 
snd a half years duration to England. After superintending the emigration 
through the States this season, he left Nebraska after the last train had started 
from the frontiers. He was twenty-three days travelling from Nebraska city 
to Great Salt Lake City, having had to wait five days at Denver, and fourat 
Sulphur Springs. The first company of this season’s emigration from Britain, 
Scandinavia, &c., left the frontiers on the 28th of July, composed of about: 
four hundred souls, mostly Scandinavian, with Elders M. G. Attwood, captain; 
Charles B. Taylor, assistant captain; A. W. Winberg, chaplain, and John 
Swensen, commissary. This company was passed by Elder T. Taylor on the 
Platte, about 150 miles west of Nebraska, when it was getting on nicely. The 
second company, numbering about two hundred souls, on the 12th of 
Angust, with Elders Henson Walker, captain, and Robert Pixton, chaplain. 
The third company, also consisting of about two hundred souls, started on the 
lith of August, with Elders W. S. S. Willes, captain, and F. W. Cox, chap- 
lain. These two companies are expected to travel together for protection to 
each other, and are mostly English, with a few American families. Elders 
George Sims and Alfred Lee started in the last company with a mule team, 
but expected to overtake and pass the first comfpany before it reached Great 
Salt Lake City. 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Exgiaxp.—Lord Palmerston died on the 18th inst., at Brockett-hall, Herts. 
He was born at Broadlands on the 20th October, 1784, and was therefore on 
the eve of his 8lst birthday, His decease was the cause of general sorrow, and 
the confidence with which the conntry regarded him as a statesman, is shown 
by the fact that his illness perceptibly depressed commercial markets yesterday. 
cold, taken while exercising on ay the rem we cause 
of death, though advancing years have of late impaired his bodily 
health. The eli of Pusndeg and Wednesday, the 17th and 18th inst., has 
had very disastroas results to property and life on the eastern coast of Scotland. 
The brig Harcourt, Taggart (captain), of Blythe, loaded with coals, wentashore 
about five miles to the north of Berwick, and became a total wreck. One man 
was drowned and seven saved. About half a mile further north of Berwick, 
the brig Janet Alison, Husband (captain), of Dundee, went ashore, and has 
become a total wreck. Seven of\the crew have been drowned ; only one man, 
the captain, was saved. At Buisnmouth, the foreign schooner Henrietta has 
become a total wreck. Nothing has been heard of the crew, who are a 
posed to be lost. At Eyemouth a sloop named the Newcastle and : 
Packet, belonging to the north, has become a total wreck; the crew were saved. 
In Goswick Bay, near Berwick, the schooner Agnes has become a total wreck, 
pat ot ante lost. A vessel is reported to be wrecked on Holy Island, and all 

8 lost. 

Iraty.—The Italian Government has been the first to respond to the French 
proposition for a conference of the representatives of the great Powers to meet 
at Paris or Constantinople, in order to improve the sanitary condition of the 
= with a view to prevent the periodical importatiqn of cholera into Western 
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